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portioned on an engaging face <* -id firs, component and 
fining a Pit* b-i* not less than the looting lug axial 
fceight e^- multiplied by the number of iocKing lugs 
present on said first component; and 

b a second child resist container component having at 
,/ least one locKing lug defining an axial height and being 

0 J adapts to matingly ^ said first opponent locfcing lug, 

and having a thread adapted to matingly engage said frrst 
component thread such that the axial displacement of sard 
second component thread plus said first component thread 
when combined with the pitch is greater than the f «.t 
component locking lug height, sard locKing lug and said 
thread being positioned on an engaging face of said second 


component . 


^consideration of the above referenced application is 
respectfully related. After entry of the enclosed amendment, 
clalms X . M remain in the application, claims 1. - - - — 
S een amended to more particularly claim the present invention. _ 
claim 9 has been amended to correct a typographical error in the 
originally filed claims. 
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^jij^c^^aJ^is^^ 

in 8 12. 15, 18 and 21 " 
The seiner has -Jected cla^s 1-3. 

„ 35 u S C .102 <W » anticipated by U.S. Patent 

23 under 35 U.B.u- 9-"- 

«r, fhis around of rejection. 
Examiner on this grv^ 

App lic a nt, —ion as cUi- - — oUi» 1 i. • 

*jl - ^ . — — — — r in9 

ing face and at ieast one losing ^ •«> ~ "" 1 
an engaging face an is 

A defining an axial height engagement. The 
height and defining an ^ ^ 

prised of a first segment defining a fi«t 

lid thicks, .he fi»t and — — ha.e dif^ 
component . 

= ri aimed in amended claim 18 is a 
Applicant's invention as claimed 

■ , , closure and bottle combination having a first 

::: r~ — - - - - 

— —tzz: 
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gegment * — — a fi ^ st thickness a ; 

The first and second faces have differing fi« t and second 
thickneSSeS . The locking lug and t he thread « positioned - an 
• nq face of the fi»t component sue, that the thread defies 
' " . Qt less tha , t he locking lug axial height 
a thread pitch being not less tnan 

nulled by the number of locking lugs present on 
engagement multiplied £>y t 

nMt The second component also has at least 
the container component. Tne seo 

■ ,r, **ial height and being adapted to 
one locking lug defining an axial heig 

.tinglv engage *- first losing lug. «- ~«- 

„nt also has a thread adapted to -U«*r «- ««- 

OT nt thread «* that the axiai displaced - - — d 
COT ,onent thread plus the first exponent thread when c— 
wich Ch e pitch 1. than the first component loc*,n g lug 

height . 

^licant-s invention a B cl.i«d in amended ^ » i- • 

cUU resistant cXo3.ro and bottle cognation having a .ire, 

. t t container covenant with at least one locking lug 
child resistant container f 

ha .in 9 „ axial height and defining an axial height engagement 
and . second child resistant container cogent. The f-t 
container co^nent also copses a thread having a first 
segment defining a first *~ havin g a first thinness and a 
second se^nt contiguous with the first segment, defying . 

, i~,~o C The first and second faces 
second face having a second thickness. 

6 

Received from < 502 561 0442 > at 1/30/03 3:24:01 PM (Eastern Standard Time] 


01/30/03 mi 15:26 FAX 3^561 0442 


A A: @oi2 

1^561 0442 MIDDLETON REUTLl!» 


Aonl NO. 09/852,071 

* sicknesses . The locking lug and 
have differing first and second thicknesses 
the thread are positioned on an engaging face of the first 
c „t such that - .read defines a thread pitch ^ 
less than the locking lug — height engagement ^ * 

4- i-Iha container component. 
4= in^ina lugs present on the conuuj. 
the number of locking xugw v 

Th e second * — - at 1— one XoCcing 

a n aXi aX height ^ heing adapted to en,.,. the -t 

■ i « The second component also has a thread 
component locking lug. The secon 

hhp first component thread such that 
adapted to matingly engage the first comp 

. «f the second component thread plus the 
the axial displacement of the secona 

thread when combined with the pitch is greater 
first component thread 

than the first cogent locking lug height. 

By contrast, Je3SO P teaches . screw-capped -tainer having 
. downwardiy -t- d in 3 Paction » on the cap that 

19 on the container neck. This 
engages a cooperating member 19 on t 

L cap *ro m the container. It*-* — does teach a thread 
£or rotational connecting the cap ana container toother, 
m does not teach a thread prised o £ a first segment 
v • „ * first thickness and a second 
defining a first face having a first 

. „ a cpf , on d thickness that 
sesra ent defining a second face hav.ng a second 

differs from the first thickness. 

.» clai» is anticipated only if each and every element as 
set £ orth in the clai* i. . — «— * ~ " ^ 
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de scrihed. in a single Prior a. reference, — ^ 
ynion Oi! Co. - CaliW*. - » ~ - ; 

1053 («. ci.. iM7,. — — ly ^ 

3ete forth each ele m ent o£ amended cla lmS X, 1* or 23. 

claimS X, XS and 23 of a thread prised - • se 9 me ^ 
fining a first «- -ing a first thicks - - — - 

* *«(■•. having a second thickness that 
segment defining a second face having a 

dif fers fro. the first thickness. Since Jessop does not teach 
ei ther expressly - — * — el— of amended clai m s X, 

M ^ fllllv recruest withdrawal of the 
18 and 23, Applicants respectfully reque 

, i -me 1 18 and 23 on the basis of the Jessop 
rejections of claims 1, 18 ana ^ 

reference. 

With regard to the Examiner-, rejection, of claims 2-3. 
. 12 „ and 2X- 22 , Applicants contend that the prior art of 
feBO p does not teach aiX the elements of these =11-. and 
before does not anticipate these claims either. Since cla.ms 
2 3 8 12 1 X5 and 21-22 depend either directly or indirectly 

£ rol cl .i- 1. 1- «* » - — does not teach ' eithe ; d 23 

expressly or inherently, ali the elects of claims 1, X. and 
for th e reasons stated ahove, therefore does not teach 

the elects of these dependent claims either. Scants 
respectfully reacts withdrawal of the rejection of — 
B « X5 and 21-22 on the basis of the Jessop reference. 
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61 n 2 Re-ic * a-i- 1 < " »■ 10 - 12 - 15 ' ^ ^ 

Ihe Examiner has rejected Claim, 1-4, 8. 9, -10. 12-". ««* 
17-23 under 35 TJ.B.C. §102 (b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
3,917.097 (Uhlig). Applicant respectfully traverses the Examiner 
on this ground of rejection. 

As previously discussed at greater length, Applicants' 
invention as claimed in amended claim 1 i. a thr~d for use with 
a child resistant container component. The thread is comprised 
of a first seg-nt defining a first face having a first thickness 
and a second segment defining a second face having a second 
thickness. The first and second faces have differing first and 
second thicknesses. 

As previously discussed at greater length, Applicants- 
invention as claimed in amended claim 18 is a child resistant 
slosure and bottle combination having a first child resistant 
container component and a second child resistant container 
component. The first container component comprises a thread 
having a first segment defining a first face having a first 
thickness and a second segment defining a second face having a 
second thickness. The first and second faces have differing first 
and gecond thicknesses. 
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• Hon as claimed in amended claim 22 is a chi 

invention as cia res istant 

,nd bottle combination having a first cnix 
closure and bottle ^<-> n , ._ er 

- *nd a second child resistant container 
container component and a 

The first container component comprises 
component. Tne f . t 

* ^fining a first face having a first 
having a first segment defining a 

and a second segment, contiguous with the first 
thickness and a seco thickneSS . The 

, a second face having a second 

segment, defining a secona 

firs t and second ^ — diffsrin, first - — 
thicknesses . 

,.,. v loclclng arrangements. The neck of 
instruction including safety locking 
h container has - outer surface with a bearing thread 17 

f the closure are positioned thread gro.es » in 
aii^nt with h— thread „ - - «- -~ ^ 
. ,->,» neck with the thread on the neck 
telescoped down onto the neck, 29andl7 . The 

■ the thread grooves. See Uhlig, PW- 2 " 9 

h t the end3 of the hearing threads 17 are 
Examiner suggests that the ends MDeot fully 
, tn e start and finish. The Applicants respectfully 
dinner at the start a ^ teac hes a contiguous 

^ saare e with this assertion. uhUg clear y 

disagree wit Alt hough the ends of the 

threl d of unifor. thickness — ' 1 ^ ^ 
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■ ^ of a first segment defining a 
equivalent of a thread comprised of a firs 

firB t thickness and a second segment defining 
first face having a firBt thicjcnes 

. second face having a second thickness that 

fi rst thickness. *" «* " a ° h thiS Claimed 

the present invention. 

„ A c l a im is anticipate only if each and every element a, 
set forth in the claim is found, — or inherently 

des crihed, - a single prior art reference, — • " 

mlM au co. or Ca^mia, .» 2 1051 ' 

X053 (F ed. Cir. 1«7). «^"' ly "* inherentlY 

sets forth eacn element of amended claims 1. 18 or M. 
Specifically, ^ does not teach the claimed element of a 
chread prised of a first segment defining a first face hav^g 
. first thickness and a second segment defining a second face 

„ ,-hiokness that differs from the first thickness, 
having a second thickness tna 

„ „ nt teach either expressly or inherently every 
Since Uhlig does not teach eitn 

a le m ent of amended claims 1, is and 33, .Plants respectfully 
reqU est withdrawal of the reactions of claims 1. X. and 23 on 
the basis of the Uhlig reference. 

With regard to the ^miner's reactions of claims 
8 10 1,-15, » and »-22. Applicants contend that the prior art 
^ uhlig does not teach all the elements of these claims, and 
„e does not anticipate these claims either. Since cla.ms 
2 . 4 , e, 10, 12-1=, » and »-« depend either directly or 
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either expressly or the — * of 11- L 

an d 2 3 for the -sons seated ahove. uhlio therefore does not 
t each all the elements of these dependent 0 l.i- 
applicants respectfully reouest withdrawa! of the Section of 

Uhlig reference. 


The Examiner has reacted Claims 5. 7 and 11 under 35 U.S.C. 
S1M (.) as >ein g unpatentable over Uhlig (U.S. Patent ,.,17.097). 
applicants respectfully traverse the seiner on this .round of 

rejection. 

Claim* 5, 7 and IX depend indirectly from amended claim 1 

• i a *n the limitations of amended claim 1. As 
and therefore include all the limit* 

h n»licants' invention as claimed in amended 
previously discussed, Applicants 

..i, _ C hild resistant container 
claim 1 is a thread for use with a chiia 

comp onent. The thread is comprised of a first segment define a 
first face having a first thicks and a second segment defining 
a second face having a second th^ness. The first and second 
faces have differing first and second thicknesses. 
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Ruction inciudxng sa £ et y ^ - 7 

the coiner has » - sur.ace -*> - — 

„ d in a spiral around it. in an upper portxon 
affixed to and wound xn a spiral 

of the closure are positioned thread » » 

i the thread on the necK 

telescoped down onto the neck, wxth the 

x. off to facilitate easier 

thread are rounded rather than 3quared 

, o£ the thread with the groove, this is not the 
engagement of the cnrw 

• j of a first segment defining a 
univalent of a thread comprised of a first gm 

L C e ^ . ^ - ■ — — t nin9 

. aecond race having a second U**— ■** ««» 
flr st thi« Uhl* not teach or even suggest thxs 

cl _d ele m ent o, the present invention. X. nh xg 

away from a thread having ,irst and segments »xt e oh 

having dicing thinnesses. - — * ^ ^ ' ^ eightly 
ot hers, the thread groove 2 S is engineered to 
tic around the hearing thread „ so that the thread and th 
gr oove engage smooth!,. - -re, that ^ -sure a 
easilv applied to the container nec*." see uhlig at coi . «. 
I „ " and ,0-,, — . not oni y does not teach 

having dicing thieve, actual, teaches awa y £ ro m 
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this d.i«d —-on an, any — U^-ons of 

• diameter between the segments, as xa 
specifically defined vary,ng diameter 

claimed in claims 5, 7 and 11. 

To establish prima — - a claimed 

all the dai. lotion. must *e taught or suggested oy the 

entirety, i.e.. as a ^. " " ^ ^ v 

away _ *. ^ , "t-*TT«r ' 

^ — ' ^ 3W lPed - ^ ' 

cer t ^««-«^ — 

augges t aU the C — o,t,o present — 

particular, — «* ~* 3 ^ 

part la . ,<„„:., lirs t segment defining a 

resistant container component hav^a 

Eirst f ace ha-ng a first — ' — 
. second *~ having a second thicks - ^ * 

£irst „. Uhlig as a W ho!e actually tea.. a.ay *- . 
ttaeaa having ~ sections of varying — - - ^ 

„ . thread groove of uniform thicKness «»t fit. doseiy 
teacheS a thread g ^ ^ ^ ^ 

mus t aiso be uniform in thickness -order 
properly with its -ted thread groove . 

«*- «il of the limitations 
Since Uhlig doee not teach or suggest aU 

. 7,r,nlioants respectfully request 
o£ Applicants' clain-ed invention, AppU-nts 
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withdiawal of the rejection o£ «.x- 5. 7 
the Uhllg reference. 

3 iJ I iai cJ^eie £S ion^^^ 

• haa reacted Clal^ 9 and IS under 35 U.S.C. 
*» EXamlMr 1,39 3 , us Eat ent 3,917,097) 

(a, as being unpatentable over Uhl« ■ 
8 T t al (U.S. Patent 4.1*0.175). 

ln vie „ of Virog «. et . (» ^ ^ 

res p*ctfuUy traverses the Examiner on g 

Clai^ 9 and U ^end indirect!, fro. ^ 

* nthe limitations of amended claim i. As 
th erefore include all the ^ 
piously discussed, Rants' -n.on as 

, • x is a thread for use with a child resistant container 
claim l xs a defining a 

rh* thread is comprised of a tiret 
component. The thread de£in ing 

v. -Tnrr a first thickness and a secona s y 
firt t face havxna a first 

faC es have differing^- - — * thiC ™ S ' 

«d Uhlig teaches a container and closure 
As already discussed, Uhlig 

• , ,inc safety locking arrangements. Uhlig 
construction including safety 

• — ■ -"-r:r::r:^.-.«- 

IT.. ,. • — <-»••■ - • 

segment defining a first 
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second segment defining a second face having a second thicfcneea 
th at differ from the firs, thinness. A* P-iously discussed. 
Uhlig teaches away from a thread having first and second .agents 
w i C h each having differing thinnesses. »- ■»»» in ^ 3 ' »' 
17 and others, the thread groove IS is engineered to exactly and 
tightly fit around the bearing thread IV S o that the thread and 
the groove engage s.oothly. This ensures that MUhe closure is 
very easily applied to the container nec*.» See Uhlig at col. 6, 
lines 29-12 and 40-45. Therefore, not only does Uhlig not teach 
or suggest a thread having first and second segments with each 
having differing thicknesses, Uhlig actually teachea away fro™ 
this claimed limitation and any further specific limitations of 
varying diameter between the segments, as is claimed in claim. S. 
7 and 11. Uhlig i« combination with virog Jr. et al. also does 
not teach or suggest the claimed limitation of a thread comprised 
of a first segment defining a first face having a first thickness 
and a second segment defining a second face having a second 
thickness that differs from the first thickness. 

Since Uhlig. either alone or in combination with Virog Jr. 
,t al , does not teach or suggest all of the limitations of 
applicants, claimed invention, Applicants respectfully revest 
withdrawal of the reaction of claims * and 16 on the basis of 
Uhlig in view of Virog Jr. et al. 
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CONCLUSION 

.ppUcants believe that the infant application is now in 
coition for allowance. Applets therefore respectfully 
req uest that the Examiner allow the pending ell-- However, xf 
the Examiner believes there are other unresolved issues in thx. 
ca se. Applicants' attorney of record would appreciate a call at 
(502) 584-1135 to discuss such remaining issues. 


attached hereto is a marked-up version of the chants made 
to the claims hy the current amendment. The attached page is 


DATE : 


Respectfully submitted, 

MIDDLET0M£EUTI'1W 3ER 


/JLtes Daly, W»/ 

Eeq. No. 51,209 
-il5o Brown i Williamson Tower 

T^iiiaville, Kentucky 40202 

M:"o2) 584-1135 FX: (502)561-0442 

j daly@mi<*<fc:eut . com 
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tw r r 1 HE CIAIMS 

Claim 1 h» been amended as follows: 
, (once Amended) A thread for use with a d»U 
container component -ing an engaging face and a, 1-* one 

■ • f-s-r-rt- seqment and defining a 

engagement, said thread composing * f«.t seg 

* second segment which 

fira t face having a first thiols, and 

rnnd face having a second thickness, said^^st 
defines a second face navi a .ff^ed 
■ m trom saidsecondjhisknesa^said thread affixed 
tJ ! i^ S ^^3-^B^--- TZTTpizal such that said 

to the engaging face of said component in sp.ra 

.eight engagement multiplied hv the num- of locking lugs 
present on said component. 

— - r: 

helix starts near said neck opening at 

£lrs t strand, and the stands ci—crihe said ^ 
a3 to form parallel spirals. 
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18. (Once Amended) A chiio r» 
combination comprising : 

. . first chiid resistant container component havmg 

lea st one locking 1- - ^ "* deflI 7 " 

^1 height engagement, and having a thread with a first 

s egment defining a first *~ « ' nd 

sickness, s^ir^hickn,^^ 

,, -a locking lug and said thread being 
thickness^and Baid locking i y 

■„« face o£ said first component and 
positioned on an engaging face ot 

• f ,b being not less than the locking lug axial 
defining a pitch being not 

,,,„ u , d bv the number of looking lugs 
height engagement multiplied by tne 

present on said first component; and 

b . B econd child resistant container component havmg 

lwe one locking lug defining an axial height and being 

adapted to mating engage said first component lock n -g, 

a nd having a thread adapted to mating engage said firs 

opponent thread such that the a X ial displacement of said 

seC ond component thread plus said first component thr ad 

when combined «ith the pitch is greater than the firs 

component locking lug height, said locking lug and 

Jead being positioned on an engaging face of said second 

component . 
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Claim 23 has been amended as follows: 
„. (once Amended, A child resistant ensure and bottle 

combination comprising: 

. a first child resistant container component having at 
le ast one locking lug with -n -ial height and defining an 
axial height engagement, and having a thread with a first 

* *■ -„a a first face having a- first thickness and 
segment defining a tirst 

with a second segment defining . second face having a second 
thickness. s^i-^Mc^^^ 
th ickness, said second segment being contiguous with said 
I^e^nt, and said losing lug and said thread being 
positioned on an engaging face of said first component and 

,. ™,l t it>lied by the number of locking lugs 
height engagement multiplied ny 

present on said first component; and 

„ a second child resistant container component having at 
le ast one locking lug defining an axial height and being 
adapted to matingly engage said first component locking iug, 
and having a thread adapted to matingly engage said first 
component thread such that the axial displacement of said 
B econd component thread plus said first component thread 
„ hen combined with the pitch is greater than the first 
component locking lug height, said locking !ug and said 
.bread being positioned on an engaging face of said second 


component . 
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